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ABSTRACT

This research paper examines Krishan Chander's short stories "Mahalakshmi Ka
Pul" and "Bhoot™ in the context of survival instinct and economic exploitation. The
primary objective of this study is to explore how Krishan Chander represents
hunger not merely as a biological need but as a social and economic tragedy rooted
in class inequality, exploitation, and the unequal distribution of resources. In
Mahalakshmi Ka Pul, symbolic elements such as the sari, the hearth, and the lives
of working-class women portray economic disparity, class identity, and social
deprivation. In Bhoot, hunger is transformed into a powerful metaphor that
challenges the hollow claims of peace, freedom, and progress in a society where
the poor continue to suffer from poverty and starvation. This study employs a
qualitative textual and analytical approach. The theoretical framework draws upon
Abraham Maslow's theory of human needs, Karl Marx's concept of economic
exploitation, and Amartya Sen's Entitlement Theory to examine the relationship
between hunger, survival, and structural inequality. The findings reveal that
Krishan Chander presents hunger not as an individual or natural condition but as
the consequence of an exploitative socio-economic system that deprives the
working class of its basic rights and dignity. Furthermore, symbols such as the sari,
the hearth, the ghost, milk, and nakedness function as powerful literary devices that
expose human suffering, class oppression, and economic injustice. The study
concludes that Krishan Chander's fiction offers a profound critique of social
inequality and advocates human dignity, economic justice, and social equality,
making these stories highly relevant to contemporary socio-economic realities.

Keywords: Krishan Chander, Mahalakshmi Ka Pul, Bhoot, Hunger, Survival
Instinct, Economic Exploitation, Class Inequality, Symbolism, Progressive
Literature.
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The aim of all life is death.”1
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"It is also probably true that higher needs may
occasionally emerge, not after gratification,
but rather after forced or voluntary deprivation,
renunciation, or suppression of lower basic
needs and gratifications."2)
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These needs must be understood not to be
exclusive or single determiners of certain kinds of behavior.3
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This classification of basic needs makes some
attempts to take account of the relative unity
behind the superficial differences in specific desires from
one culture to another......... The claim is made
only that it is relatively more ultimate, more
universal, more basic than the superficial. (4)
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“Starvation is the characteristic of some people not having enough food to eat. It
is not the characteristic of there being not enough food to eat.”’12
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(Sen, Poverty and Famines, 1981, p. 1)
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